
Brandon Energy Committee
4:30 PM Monday, November 4th, 2024
Town Hall Basement Meeting Room

Agendas are posted on the community bulletin boards located at the Town Office at 49 
Center Street and the Junction Store & Deli at 2265 Forest Dale Road. The Energy 
Committee reserves the right to add additional items, if necessary, at the beginning of 
the meeting.

Attendees:  David Martin, Jack Schneider, Erin B, Joyous Emerson, Robert Black
Guest: Shannon Bryant/Energy Navigator Project

BEC MEETING AGENDA

4:30 Reflection: Button Up follow up 
Seeking other data on participation in the Button Up Program.  Prepare follow up report 
and write articles to be published in The Reporter.  JS to start.

4:40  David Martin called meeting to order
>Adopt agenda and minutes – unanimous approval as amended.

>Invitation for public comments:  None

Updates on Upcoming Events and Ongoing Projects:
>Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG) - 50k, 18 month energy
consultant position GRANT AWARDED!!!!
Presentation by JS with handouts of other Town experiences, who have hired consultant 
resource.  16 Energy Audits over an 18 month period to create a “Library of Resources”.  
Data would be presented on number of BROC audits done and listing of participants.  
BEC would act as a community resource and supervision of the consultant (no direct 
connection with Brandon residents).  JS, DM, JE as subcommittee to explore next steps 
in soliciting a consultant for Brandon. 
*Note: Grant report excerpts are attached to these minutes.

>Discussion with Shannon Bryant, Climate Economy Action Center of Addison County
- Navigator Project - https://ceacac.org/2023/10/01/the-navigator-project/
Q&A re: Energy Audit process in Middlebury, cost to Owner, Tax Credit availability, etc.
Shannon suggested a “Lunch & Learn” session for employees.  JE to seek grant 
alternatives to supplement the Lunch & Learn process. 
BEC to contact Brandon Chamber of Commerce to organize a Mixer focusing on 
EECBG for Spring 2025.  Also, offer advice on Partnerships with BROC, Efficiency 
Vermont, Food Shelves, etc.. based on prior experiences with other VT Towns and U.S. 
Organizations.

>MERP Implementation Grants 500k - work on town buildings application submitted

https://ceacac.org/2023/10/01/the-navigator-project/


VCRD’s Climate Catalysts Innovation Fund - $500 to $4k - application submitted  …may 
hear back in 6+/- weeks 

>Toolship II, snow blowers…DM applied for grant for this phase.

>Park Village housing projects and walk/bike path to downtown – JS discussion on two 
on-going housing projects for up to 48 new worker housing units that would be 
connected along pathways.  SolarFest is exploring wetland pathway approvals with 
State of VT Agency.

>Novus solar project status – JS and JE.  Discussions in process with new concerns 
about extent of deforestation…RRPC approved process to date.

>Energy Library – (Kathy C.could not attend tonight.)  Town Library took ownership of 
2/3 of the EL books and is working to integrate them into their system. Balance of books 
– location TBD…options to add into Toolship or make a self-monitored lending station 
similar to other lending stations in Kennedy Park and at 17 Franklin St. 

>Toolship project status - David M.  To be shut down next week for winter.  Batteries to 
be stored in BFPL.  Toolship to locate to basement of ReBHS. Toolship has been used 
at least 1X/day…also many tools used without incident.  

>BFPL Locker project - Jeff D. exploring options for accessible storage that would be 
available after hours when the BFPL is closed.

5:55 Review agreements made.

Next meeting December 2nd and good byes!

5:58 Meeting adjourned

This meeting is available to attend via ZOOM: Meeting ID 87042220099 It will also be 
recorded

Respectfully submitted,
Robert Black
BEC Secretary

*Attachments: Cover Page, PP 21-24 of VT Dept of Public Service EECBG Competitive 
Municipality Sub-Grants Report.
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